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Community Living Walkerton and District envisions a community where
all people are welcomed, accepted and included.

In The Public Eye...
The Mission of Community Living Walkerton and District is to nurture inclusion; supporting children, youth and adults with
intellectual disabilities and their families, promoting their full participation as valued and contributing citizens.”

Hope in challenging times: CLWD’s COVID-19 Vaccination Clinic
What an extremely challenging year we have
had, and while the challenges keep coming,
we feel more hopeful knowing that many of the
people within our organization have received
their first dose of the COVID-19 Vaccine.
Community Living Walkerton & District worked
with the Grey Bruce Public Health unit to
organize a COVID-19 vaccination clinic. We
are so grateful to Andrea Riley, the manager of
public health, and Danielle McNabb, Lead nurse
at the Grey Bruce Public Health Unit, for their
help in coordinating with us to hold the clinic at
our office!
Monday, April 12th, 2021, the date of our
vaccination clinic, was an exciting day at
CLWD! Three nurses from the Grey Bruce Public Health unit joined us for the day, along with
paramedic, Brayden Berberich, there to provide us with additional support.
The opportunity to be vaccinated for COVID-19 was offered to all people supported through
CLWD who live in congregate care settings, and to all our front-line workers. 108 people in
total received their COVID-19 Vaccines on April 12th, an amazing turnout!
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Celebrating 40 Years With CLWD
After 40 years with Community Living Walkerton and District, Carol Patterson, Manager of Measures and Best

Practices has retired. Carol’s last day was March 31, 2021, a day we are sure she will never forget! While we could
not put on a retirement party, A beautiful video was created for Carol and so many people were a part of it: People
she has worked with over the past 40 years, connections in the community and from other organizations, and many
people supported through CLWD. (many of their words are shared below!)
Carol began her career with CLWD in July of 1981, in the Infant & Child Development Program, and after enjoying
10 years there, moved into the role of Residential Services Manager in 1991. She became the Manager of Measures
& Best Practices in 2002, where she wore many hats including but not limited to: facilitating the work of the
Walkerton Action Committee, Health & Safety/Policies, putting the Vision Newsletter together, and managing
CLWD’s social media platform and website. A highlight of Carol’s career was supporting the Action Committee to
begin organizing the first ever “Speaking Out Conference”, in our region. This conference brings together many of
the Self-Advocate groups in our area, for a weekend of learning, connection, and empowerment.
The good news is that we will continue to see Carol around as she will be with us in a different capacity. Carol will
continue to assist two Walkerton Action Committee members in their roles on the council of Community Living
Ontario. Although Carol is retiring from CLWD, she has stated that she is not retiring from relationships she has
formed over the years!
Carol, we wish you all the best in your retirement. Thank you for 40 years of amazing work!
Some of the messages included in Carol Patterson’s farewell video:
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Action Committee Staying Strong &
Rolling With Change
The Walkerton Action Committee has been a strong,
and extremely active part of the community for
many years, working towards change, involved
and contributing to community events, and
donating funds to local causes. The Committee has
experienced many changes throughout the year due
to the COVID-19 Pandemic, and most recently due
to the retirement of Carol Patterson, who has been
facilitating the Self Advocate group for many years.
Charlene Hays, Supervisor of the Community
Participation program, has recently taken on the
role of facilitating the Walkerton Action Committee,
in addition to her current role. The committee is
gradually training her for her new role, and this
transition will be much smoother when in-person
meetings can begin again. Due to social distancing
requirements, the Walkerton Action Committee has
not held its monthly meetings for over a year. They
look forward to the day that they will be able to
resume their busy schedule. The commitee is usually
organizing events including: monthly fundraising
Barbeques, giving presentations at local schools,
organizing the Speaking Out Conferences, and so
much more!
Things have been on hold for so long, but for now we
are all doing what we can and staying safe..
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In Memorium
Helen Clancy

Helen Ann Clancy, of Walkerton,
passed away at the South Bruce Grey
Health Centre, Walkerton on Thursday,
March 11, 2021
at the age of 63.

Helen’s family, and her many friends
in Walkerton and Chepstow,
miss her presence in their lives
...at the arena, on the phone, downtown,
and at work for the community!
Helen certainly fits the description
in this quote:
“He has achieved success who has lived
well, laughed often and loved much”
(Bessie A. Stanley)
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“Still In This Together”
May is just about here, and that

means it’s time for Community
Living Month! Community Living
Month is an annual awareness
campaign that recognizes and
celebrates the accomplishments of
the community living movement.
This year’s theme is “Still in
This Together”, in honour of the
perseverance and resilience shown
by those in our movement as we
continue to navigate the COVID-19
pandemic.
Every year, Toronto’s CN Tower lights
up in green and blue to celebrate
the achievements of the Community
Living Movement. This year this will be happening on May 6th! As part of the “Shine your light campaign,
Community Living Walkerton & District will also be lighting up the main office building in blue and green. When
you see our lights, know that we are all in this together, and celebrate with us! We look forward to celebrating
Community Living month with you!

Community Living
Ontario

Community Living Ontario
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‘The Hub’ Has Gone Virtual!

The Hub, once overflowing with people and activity has
been a much quieter place this year, but Charlene Hays,
Supervisor of the Community Participation Program
and Brenda Beninger, Support Worker have been
working diligently, along with their team, to help people
supported to continue to be engaged in meaningful
activities, and to stay socially connected!

“Our whole lives and our work life has changed,”
“but we are rolling with it. Change is hard, but our
main concern is the people we support and how
do we help them stay connected?”. (Charlene Hays)
In response to the pandemic, support from ‘The Hub’
has changed completely! Staff have done a great job
learning ‘Zoom’, and expanding their skill-sets. They
have also been teaching the people they support how
to use the ‘Zoom’ platform, and to participate in virtual
activities.
Activities that have always been a part of Community
Participation, including Bingo, Games and Crafting, have been adapted and offered virtually. Bingo is now ‘Virtual
Bingo’, and crafts are offered in the new virtual “Crafters Club”. In addition, other ‘Zoom’ activities have been created
by the team: Kitchen creations, Exercise Class, Coffee & Chat, and Music. The Community Participation Team have
become very accustomed to the need to constantly respond to change. With the recent COVID-19 restrictions, the
team is adjusting some of the activities that required the delivery of supplies to participants, until it is safer to shop.
A lot of effort and creativity went into the creation of a virtual calendar for the people we support, and it has been
hugely successful with class attendance ranging from 8 to 23 people! We applaud the team for their hard work!

Special Olympics South Saugeen
reminds us to:
visit www.specialolympicsontario.com
and click on:
‘Healthy @ Home’ to stay healthy,
informed, positive and active.
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From: Community Living Ontario

It is never too late to start planning
for the future of a child living with
a disability.
Recognizing this, Community
Living Ontario, the Ministry of
Community and Social Services
and Partners for Planning have
collaborated to produce a FREE,
dynamic resource hub for parents
and caregivers.
Check out the new revisions on the
site.
Look for the banner with this logo
on our website!
www.clwalkerton.org

Mark Your Calendars
The Fundamentals of
Future Planning: 6 part
webcast series continues!
From P4P Network:

https://www.planningnetwork.ca/#

bit.ly/clo-otp

May 4, 2021
Nurturing Supportive
Relationships: The foundation to a
secure future.
May 18, 2021
Creative Options for Home:
Exploring Individualized Housing
Models
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MEET OUR LOCAL IPAC CHAMPION

IPAC (Infection Prevention And Control) is the recognized resource for the promotion
of best practice in infection prevention and control. To prepare for the challenges
of COVID-19, along with the flu and other respiratory infections, local networks of
Infection Prevention and Control (IPAC) expertise have been developed from accross
the health system to enhance IPAC practices in community based congregate living
settings. Ontario has developed groups of organizations including hospitals, health
units and others accross the province to lead local IPAC ‘Hubs’. The IPAC ‘Hubs’
are a province-wide initiative, covering more than 5000 congregate care settings
within four different Ministries. Through this new, province wide network, congregate
living settings are able to access IPAC expertise, collaborative assistance, guidance, and
direct support on IPAC practises for both prevention and response. This initiative started
with the COVID-19 Pandemic, but it reaches beyond. The pandemic highlighted the
need for ‘in-time’ IPAC advice that is geared to the needs of EVERY organization.
Laura Balint, pictured right, is is the representative for the Ministry of Health, Infection Prevention And Control
(IPAC) Hub in our region, sponsored by the Ministry of Children, Community, and Social Services (MCCSS). As our
‘IPAC Champion’ for the area of the Grey Bruce health unit, Laura is covering all congregate living settings for
Grey Bruce under our ministry: youth, shelters, justice, and of course The Developmental Services Sector!

Laura’s role involves assisting organizations with their IPAC needs, offering direct support, and connecting them
with IPAC experts in Ontario. Currently, Laura is a part of developing out our local ‘Hub’, providing IPAC
training sessions, and connecting organizations within our region/developing partnerships.
We are so fortunate to have Laura, IPAC Champion on our team. Laura is very knowledgeable and well informed,
and her involvement in this network will certainly benefit our region!

Did You Know?.......
The Bruce County Library Offers Free ‘Virtual Trivia Nights’?
Late night “Virtual Trivia’ is offered on Monday nights from 8pm to 9pm
Online Trivia Night is offered on Friday nights from 7:30pm to 8:30pm
Please note that there is a cap of 100 participants.
How do I join the game?
Before the game begins, go to this link: https://www.crowd.live/OWL3N to the
game website!

Check It Out:
Make Friendly
Connections

through fun
deliveries, such as
Postcards or Letters
And so much More....

Can’t make the start time? Fear not! The questions will restart at the end and
continue restarting until the following morning. Whether you’re a night owl or
an early bird, trivia is there for you.
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Please note:

Along with the CLWD Accessible Customer Service Policy and Accessible Customer Service Feedback Form, now
available on the website of Community Living Walkerton and District is the CLWD Service and Support Feedback
Form.
Reference:
Services and Supports to Promote the Social Inclusion of Persons with Developmental Disabilities Act, 2008
Legislative Authority: Section 7(1) 1
Effective date: June 1, 2012

19 Durham Street, East, Box 999, Walkerton, ON N0G 2V0
Tel: .519-881-3713 Fax: 519-881-0531
email: info@clwalkerton.org
website: www.clwalkerton.org
Sharon Sewers
Michele Bell
President
Executive Director
Vision newsletter is published in the months of April, October, & January
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